
 

 

 

 

The Participant Information and Consent Form (PICF) 
 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH PROJECT 

 

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION  

Project Title: An Australian Housing Condition Data Infrastructure 

Investigators:  

1. Associate Professor Priyadarsini Rajagopalan 
School of Property, Construction and Project Management 
E mail: Priyadarsini.rajagopalan@rmit.edu.au 
Ph.99252293 

2. Nicola Willand 
Casual academic, School of Property, Construction and Project management 
E mail: Nicola.willand@rmit.edu.au 
Ph. 0403 692051 

Who is involved in this research project? Why is it being conducted?  

As a continuation of the “Housing Conditions Survey” work undertaken in August and September 2016, we are 
conducting a number of in-person interviews with people that responded to the initial survey. We hope that these 
interviews will assist us in gaining a more detailed understanding about the particular housing conditions reported in 
the survey.  

 

Why have you been approached?  

Last year when you participated in the “Housing Conditions Survey” you provided your contact details and consent 
to be contacted for further research. The upcoming research will comprise of around 60 interviews with households 
across South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales. We are selecting a range of households that reported different 
types of housing conditions so that we may be able to understand their specific housing conditions in more depth. 
The type of questions that we will ask will be similar to the initial survey, focused on: 

 Major building problems and their impacts; 

 How well your dwelling meets you and your household’s needs; and 

 Things that you may like to see improved or changed 

 

What is the project about? What are the questions being addressed?  

As a continuation of the “Housing Conditions Survey” work undertaken in August and September 2016, we are 
conducting a number of in-person interviews with people that responded to the initial survey. We hope that these 
interviews will assist us in gaining a more detailed understanding about the particular housing conditions reported in 
the survey.  
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If I agree to participate, what will I be required to do?  

A member of the research team will contact you to organise a convenient time and date to go through the interview 
at your home. If you have not already arranged a time to complete the interview, please call or email the research 
team via 0403 692051 or “Nicola.willand@rmit.edu.au” to schedule an appointment. At the start of the interview, the 
researcher will explain the consent form and consent requirements. The interview will be audio recorded. Similarly, 
the researchers may ask to take photos of any building problems discussed during the interview. Participation in the 
interview is completely voluntary. If you agree to participate, you can withdraw from the interview at any time.  

The interview is a ‘one-off’ and will take no longer than an hour to complete. To compensate you for your time we will 
return you a $40 ColesMyer gift voucher at the end of the appointment.  

 

What are the possible risks or disadvantages?  

There are no anticipated risks or disadvantages associated with the participation in this study. Your anonymity will 
be protected. No personal information will be collected from you. 

What are the benefits associated with participation?  

There are no any immediate benefits. Your participation will assist the research and provide necessary information 
on the housing conditions in Victoria.  

 

What will happen to the information I provide?  

The information collected from these interviews will form a report that will accompany the dataset produced from 
the initial “Housing Conditions Survey”. The information that you provide during the interview will be combined with 
other participants' responses and reported as a whole. No individual responses will be identified. All personal 
contact information collected (i.e. name and contact numbers) and held by the University will be confidential and 
will not be identified in the research. If you wish to access any personal information held or collected by the 
University you can do so by contacting the researchers via telephone or email. 

 

What are my rights as a participant?  

Your participation in this research study is completely voluntary. The followings are you rights as a 
participant:  

1. The right to withdraw from participation at any time  
2. The right to request that any recording cease  
3. The right to have any questions answered at any time.  

Whom should I contact if I have any questions?  

Should you have clarifications and require further information regarding this research project, please do 
not hesitate to contact any of the research investigators on the details project at the top of this consent 
form.  
 

Yours sincerely 

Associate Professor Priyadarsini Rajagopalan 

Nicola Willand 

 

 

If you have any concerns about your participation in this project, which you do not wish to discuss with 
the researchers, then you can contact the Ethics Officer, Research Integrity, Governance and Systems, 
RMIT University, GPO Box 2476V  VIC  3001. Tel: (03) 9925 2251 or email human.ethics@rmit.edu.au   

mailto:human.ethics@rmit.edu.au


 

CONSENT FORM 

1. I have had the project explained to me, and I have read the information sheet  
 
2. I agree to participate in the research project as described 
 
3. I agree: 

 to be interviewed about the condition of my house 
 that my voice will be audio recorded 
 that some photos of my house will be taken 

 
4. I acknowledge that: 
 

(a) I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw from the 
project at any time and to withdraw any unprocessed data previously supplied (unless 
follow-up is needed for safety). 

(b) The project is for the purpose of research. It may not be of direct benefit to me. 
(c) The privacy of the personal information I provide will be safeguarded and only disclosed 

where I have consented to the disclosure or as required by law.  
(d) The security of the research data will be protected during and after completion of the study.  

The data collected during the study may be published, and a report of the project outcomes 
will be provided to Australian Research Council. Any information which will identify me will 
not be used. 

 
Participant’s Consent 
 
Participant:  Date:  

(Signature) 
 


